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Thank you for the opportunity to attend the Commonwealth Women’s Parliamentarian’s 
Conference in Brisbane during July this year.  The conference took place over one-and-a-half 
days, with each state/territory organising a guest speaker to address the group.  There were 
structured opportunities to network, and time to share learnings over lunch and a conference 
dinner.  I returned with lots of new insights, tools and ideas for community engagement – and 
with Covid-19 from the plane trip home! 
 
Following a Welcome to Country in the Queensland Parliament Courtyard, the Hon Annastacia 
Palaszcuk, Premier of Queensland, addressed the conference and outlined some of her 
experiences as a female Member of Parliament and as a leader.  Her experiences of different 
treatment by the media was a key takeaway, with women held to account in different ways, 
and for aspects of our lives that men are not.  The importance of role models, of mentors and 
support networks, and the importance of staying true to your values were important messages 
for my own development as an MP.  
 
Our first keynote speaker was the Hon. Meaghan Scanlon, Queensland MP, Minister for the 
Environment, Great Barrier Reef, and representing the Attorney General with an update on 
Queensland’s Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce – Hear her Voice.  This was followed 
by a Panel Discussion on the continued theme of women’s safety and domestic violence, 
which included service providers and legal experts.  This session affirmed that family and 
domestic violence is a national, humanitarian issue which requires a multidimensional 
response. The unique barriers for women in regional and remote areas were emphasised, and 
a phone app which helped women navigate service systems was shared.  I took from that the 
importance of evidence-based policy – evidence from people with lived experience as well as 
research and service data. 
 
The second session was with Dr Ramona Vijeyarasa, Senior Lecturer at the UTS Faculty of 
Law, who specialises in gender and human rights.  She demonstrated an evidence-informed 
tool she has developed to facilitate a gendered analysis of legislation, the Gender Law Index.  
The index ranks and scores legislation on global standards for women’s rights across a range 
of legislative areas. As I have been involved in various discussions with stakeholders 
regarding what a gendered analysis of all legislation would bring to improved outcomes for 
women, I found this a very useful and applicable session. I have shared the materials from 
this session widely and have invited relevant groups to consider Dr Vijeyarasa as a guest 
speaker at future events.  
 
The discussion held with Ms Wendy McCarthy AO in the final session of Day One was 
inspirational.  The session formed part of her book tour for her work “Don’t be too polite girls’  
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and told a story of how far women’s rights have come, yet how far we still have to go. She 
spoke of the need to put courage, voice and vision to the continued fight for those rights.  I 
connected with Ms McCarthy over a current issue relevant in my community and continue to 
benefit from her wisdom.  
 
The first day concluded with a Conference Dinner.   I sat with an experienced MP and her 
Electorate Officer and received invaluable advice about building community stakeholder 
relationships.  As a new MP, with staff new to the role, this conversation was invaluable and 
changed our strategy and prioritizing for engaging with schools in out electorate in particular. 
It was also interesting to note that the Queensland Parliament has a public dining room (which 
is where we ate), where members of the public can book for lunch, high tea or dinner and 
experience their own Parliament buildings.   
 
On Day 2 I had the honour of being the first presenter and providing a workshop on maintaining 
self and identity as a Member of Parliament.  This was adapted from a workshop I have 
conducted for many years with social workers – who like MPs navigate complex systems with 
multiple stakeholders and often heightened emotions.  Feedback was that is was of benefit to 
participants, and invited them to think about how to sustain themselves in the role and notice 
the good they are contributing to their communities. 
 
The day finished with a presentation from Sex Discrimination Commissioner Kate Jenkins 
discussing the recent learnings and insights from her work around the Australian Parliament.  
This important work was sobering listening, and again was a reminder of the work yet to come 
in achieving gender equity, and the part we can all play in achieving that. 
 
Again, thank you for the support to attend this important conference: it was invaluable as a 
new MP to engage with other MPs, learn from their wisdom, and add to legislation, evidence-
based policy and community outcomes with the learnings gained from our fantastic speakers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


